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TRORC Energy Program Update
TRORC has finished its first round of  workshops for  
municipal officials on how to incorporate ecological  
considerations into municipal planning and development  
review activities. We developed comprehensive curricula in 
each of  the following four subject areas:

• Subdivision Review Workshop in Woodstock – ecological 
literacy basics, development review training, and examples of  
review standards. 
• Zoning Regulations Workshop in Bradford – ecological  
literacy basics, development review training, and examples of  
review standards.
• Open Space Planning Workshop in Chelsea – ecological  
literacy basics, planning and mapping open space, and  
incorporating open space plans into town plans and bylaws.
• Town Plans Workshop in Rochester – why town planners 
should care about ecological literacy, how to develop natural 
resource inventories, and ties between town planning and  
development review.

Chris Sargent, TRORC’s Energy Efficiency Program  
Coordinator, has been working on multiple projects over the 
past two months. TRORC partnered with the Sustainable  
Energy Resource Group, Upper Valley-Lake Sunapee Regional
Planning Commission and Vital Communities to host the  
Upper Valley Energy Committee Roundtable on May 25th. 
The event saw 65 people from 20 energy committees join  
together to talk about the valuable work that they are doing 
and to discuss  the multitude of  energy opportunities available

Wellborn Ecological Literacy Project Update

in this region. Thanks to all those 
who attended! For those in our 
TRORC region, don’t forget that 
Chris is willing to attend one of  your 
regular meetings to talk about what 
TRORC may be able to do to help 
you and your committee with the 
work that you do.

TRORC received 11 audit nominations for municipally owned 
buildings. We are pleased to announce that we selected and 
hired Jon Haehnel of  Zero By Degrees, LLC, to be the auditor 
for this program. Jon has previously worked with the  
communities of  Fairlee and Bradford and comes highly  
recommended. His creative solutions and solid understanding 
of  the needs of  municipalities were important elements of  his 
proposal.

In July, data release letters will be sent to Selectboards, Town 
Managers and Energy Committees asking towns to give their  
energy and fuel providers permission to release energy use  
information to TRORC for conducting a baseline energy  
inventory of  the region. This information will enable TRORC 
to create stronger regional energy policy and find opportunities Municipal officials from Bradford, Braintree, Corinth,  

Rochester, Stockbridge, and Strafford attended. Upper Valley 
Land Trust staff  attended two of  the workshops, and TRORC 
plans to offer this training program to their membership 
this summer. Evaluations by workshop participants offered  
unanimously positive feedback.

Our biggest challenge has been to secure attendance by  
municipal officials at these workshops. We know that town 
volunteers are some of  the busiest people we deal with,  
juggling family, work and volunteer efforts that take them  
outside their homes at night. In the words of  one attendee, “is 
there a way to make more people realize the importance of  the 
quality of  water, air and life?”  We hope to share this message, 
along with the curricula, during the next set of  workshops in 
the fall. Contact Sally Hull at shull@trorc.org or at ext.20.

Broad Brook in Plymouth. Photo taken by Pete Fellows, 9/30/2009

TRORC will also be conducting several 
streetlight inventories in 2010. This helps 
communities identify areas where street 
lighting is unnecessary or is in need of  
improvement. Working with the town of  
Hartford, TRORC determined that 42% 
of  lights were not needed. Eliminating 
these lights will net an estimated $30,000 
in annual savings for Hartford. If  you are 
interested in having a streetlight inventory 
conducted in your community, contact 
Chris at csargent@trorc.org or at ext.12.

for municipalities to save money by reducing 
their energy use with minimal investment.
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News & Upcoming Events
July 8 – Next TAC meeting, Damon Hall, Hartland, VT. 9:30am to 11am.
July 8 – The Role of  Forests in Vermont’s Energy Future Public Forum
July 20 to 21 – VCGI’s Introduction to GIS Training Workshop
July 31 - 2011 Municipal Park & Ride Grant applications due
Aug 12 - Next Orange/Windsor County Road Foreman meeting. Location TBD. 
Sept 25 - Weatherization Skillshops and DIY Home Weatherization Program

For more information, please visit our website: 

www.trorc.org/events.html.

Barnard - Gerald Fredrickson, Gerry Botha (Alt.)
Bethel - Yaroslav Stanchak, Olena Stanchak (Alt.)
Bradford - Nancy Jones, Bobette Scribner (Alt.)
Braintree - Mark Bannon
Bridgewater - Nelson Lee, Jr., Norman Martin, II (Alt.)
Brookfield - No rep
Chelsea - Carl Pepperman, Cherylanne Linaris (Alt.)
Corinth - Frank Roderick
Fairlee - Larry Gatto
Granville - No rep
Hancock - No rep
Hartford - Lori Hirshfield
Hartland - No rep
Newbury - Larry Scott, Scott Labun (Alt.)
Norwich - Jamie Hess 
Pittsfield - Jerry Drugonis
Plymouth - Jim Allen
Pomfret - William Emmons
Randolph - Joe Voci, Ken Hafner (Alt.)
Rochester - Larry Straus
Royalton - David Brandau, Walter Hastings (Alt.)
Sharon - Paul Haskell, Deborah Jones (Alt.)
Stockbridge - Mark Doughty, Bill Edgerton (Alt.)
Strafford - Steve Campbell, Guy Denechaud (Alt.)
Thetford - Jim Masland, Donn Downey (Alt.)
Topsham - Thomas Flannigan
Tunbridge - Arnold Castagner, Michael Sacca (Alt.)
Vershire - Bill Baylis
West Fairlee - Jim Brigham, Nate Pero (Alt.)
Woodstock - Charles Wilson 
At-Large Members - Joan Goldstein (GMEDC)
                               - Christine Walker (UVLSRPC)
                 - Jennifer Colby (UVM Ag Rep)

Digital Newsletter Option 
Email us if  you prefer  
receiving a digital newsletter.

TRORC Notes
Peter G. Gregory,  AICP - Executive Director
Liza F.  Wilson - Office Manager
Pete Fellows, CFM - GIS Manager
Kevin W. Geiger,  AICP, CFM - Senior Planner
Sally M. Hull - Regional Planner
Chris Sargent,  AICP - Senior Planner 
Rita Seto - Regional Planner
Chuck Wise,  AICP - Sr. Transportation Planner

FY 2010 TRORC Representatives

Staff  Members
TRORC Annual Meeting - Thanks to all who came out and joined us for 
the TRORC Annual Meeting on June 23. We were fortunate to have the 
weather cooperate and enjoyed a pleasant evening with good food and good  
company. Our guest speaker Peter Brooke recently authored a book “A Vision for 
Venture Capital” which chronicled his distinguished career developing as a venture 
capitalist from the 1960s to present day.
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Transportation Notes 
• Summer is here which means we 
are busy assisting towns updating 
their bridge and culvert inventories.  
Contact Rita Seto at rseto@trorc.org 
or at ext.13 for assistance.
• Bridgewater BR100A (built in 
1928) - Construction began on June 
7, 2010. Expected completion  
September 30, 2011.  
• Paving on VT100A on August 15, 
2010.

2010 Municipal Planning Grants (MPGs) Announcements
Congratulations to the following towns that were awarded: 
Barnard Bradford Hartford Plymouth 
Randolph Strafford Topsham 
FY’11 MPG applications will be announced for early summer 
and be due this October. Contact us for application assistance.


