CHAPTER 12 — GOALS, POLICIES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Chapter 12 - Economic Development

Goals, Policies, and Recommendations: Economic Development

Goals
1. Economic development, community development, and land use policies and plans are
aligned-te-improve the Region’s unique quality of life.
2. Essential elements for attracting new, younger residents are in place.; including-housing
Policies
1. Public and private infrastructure shall be planned and funded to support and-sustaina
wviable-our economy and the natural enwronment—wh#e—enhanemg—qaa#t—y—ef—l#e—ge&ts
2. Regional development activities should support the diversity of the Region’s economic
base by encouraging entrepreneurship, supporting the-expansion-eflocal businesses,
and attracting new businesses that are consistent with the Regional Plan. Fhe
3.
4
5
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8:4.  Economic development strategies between TRORC, ECVEDD, and other regional
economic development consortiums should align to support a more diverse and
resilient regional economy.

5. Efforts should be made to engage and assist institutions with community dialogue and
business continuity planning.
Recommendations

1. TRORC will assist towns withprevide-grant-management, Act 250 support, zoning bylaw
revisions, and grant and loan management lecalregulatoryreform-assistance-to further
the development of job growth and workforce housing in areas close to -our Region’s
core economic areasemploymentand-service-opportunities.

2. TRORC will assist towns in asset management, capital budgeting, and shared
services/purchasing to lower costs and stabilize taxes.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE APPROVED DRAFT


gbaber
Rectangle


CHAPTER 12 — GOALS, POLICIES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

3. TRORC will participate in discussions to improve the regulatory system at the state level
and improve permitting coordination between local and state levels of government.

6:4.  TRORC will work with Vermont state agencies, regional and local development groups,
trade associations, Chambers of Commerce, planning commissions, and other groups
to integrate land use planning with economic planning and development programs
based on our Region’s assets.

40:5. Public agencies, schools, and private businesses shouldmust expand workforce training
and education that aligns with the strategic needs of our Region’s current and future
employers-a i ion’

14.6. TRORC will work with the Vermont Arts Council to support regional and statewide
creative zones.

16.7. TRORC will work with towns and development organizations in the Region to identify
and undertake brownfields assessments to rehabilitate inventery-vacantand
underutilized sites and buildings most suitable for near-term commercial and
residential development in existing downtowns and villages where water, sewer, power,
Internet, and roadways have capacity.
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19.8. TRORC should work with local producers, development corporations, educational
programs, the Vermont Agency of Agriculture and other organizations to identify and
create needed processing, storage, and distribution capacity for locally made food and
forestry products.

268:9. TRORC should work with land trusts and local conservation commissions to inventory
farm and forest lands to understand where parcels are available that could provide
opportunities for new farm and forest businesses and to assist towns in crafting
regulations to reduce fragmentation and leave land available for farming, forestry, and
other land-based businesses.

10. TRORC strongly supports property tax reform efforts at the local and state levels that
would reduce the costs of land ownership for farming and forestry, while protecting
against the Current Use Program’s use as a low-cost vehicle for speculative holding of
property for future development.

’
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