CHAPTER 7 — GOALS, POLICIES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Chapter 7 — Historical, Archaeological, and
Scenic Resources

Goals, Policies, and Recommendations: Historic Resources

Goals

4

Policies

Fhe-unigue-characteristies-of-hHistoric structures and sitessites-erareas, where the

public interest is clearly benefited-thereby, are enhanced and preserved.

The renovation of existing or construction of new structures is -when-theyarefound-te
be-consistent and compatible with the historic character of the site or arearis-enabled
and-supported.

Sensitive economic development is promoted in areas of historic value (such as in town
centers, villages, and hamlets).

Land development or subdivision within or immediately adjacent to areas or sites of

historic significance should take reasonable steps to be-permitted-provided-that-efforts

are-takente-ensure that the design of the project fits the historic context. efthe
dominantcharacterof the-immediate-area-orenvironment:

Restoration or rehabilitation of historic structures-buildings—neighborheeds,ersites
should be-encouraged-where-the-desigh-does-not destroy or significantly alter their its
distingdishing-gualitiesintegrity-orcharacter and immediate environment.
Destruction erremeval-of historic st-met—u;es—bmtdmgs—er—snes is discouraged.

Public improvements or structures such as bridge rehabilitation or replacement, street
widening, roadway reconstruction, signage, utility distribution systems, and lighting
must be designed to avoid unnecessary degradation of recognized historic sites or
areas.

Public investments of regional or statewide significance must be planned in
consultatlon with local and state of‘ﬁaals and. as—we“—as—the D|V|5|on for Hlstorlc
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CHAPTER 7 — GOALS, POLICIES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations

1.

|:'>

TRORC will shedtd-continue to support efforts to designate National Historic Register
Districts and Sites. In so doing, TRORC should coordinate with the State and affected
municipalities. tracecordance-with-Section106-of the National Histeric-Preservation

TRORC will -as-part-ef-its Fransportation-Planning-Pregram,sheuld-continue its work

with the Agency of Transportation, town officials, its Transportation Advisory
Committee, and other groups and organizations to ensure that design standards and
plans for proposed transportation projects are reasonably compatible with historic
resource needs and values. {SeeTransportation-chapter)

Towns are encouraged to clearly outline in their plans historicthese resources deemed
worthy of protection. -Town officials can participate in the Act 250 process, thus
influencing decisions affecting historic sites in their community. Local historical
societies should continue research, documentation, education, and advocacy efforts.
Developers should incorporate historic structures and important architectural details
into their project planning.

Goals, Policies, and Recommendations: Archaeological Resources

Goals

Policies

Archeological resources within the Region are preserved, and an appreciation of their
value as a vital aspect of the Region’s historic and cultural past is promoted.

Comprehensive planning and land use development are better integrated with
archeological resource protection at the federal, state, regional, and local levels.

Known-and-petentialExisting archeological resources must be protected where the
public interest is clearly demonstratedberefited. No land development should be

permitted when it results in unnecessary loss of an archeological resource of state or
federal levelsigrnificance.

Within archeologically sensitive areas, planning should consider the impacts a project
may have on the resource. If warranted, a site inventory should be conducted as part
of project planning. Projects that have undue adverse impacts on these resources
mustsheuld be discouraged or redesigned to mitigate the impact. Project planners are
encouraged to contact the state archeologist for further information.

To preserve significant archeological sites, purchase of land or development rights is
encouraged when such actions are compatible with local plans and this Plan. Because
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CHAPTER 7 — GOALS, POLICIES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

these sites are often farmland, floodplains, wetland margins, and other similar low-
lying land, priority should be given to projects that serve multiple preservation
purposes.

Recommendations

1. Toincrease public awareness of archeological resources, TRORC encourages
archeologists, local and regional groups, towns, and landowners to organize
educational programs focused on Vermont’s-ancient history. Such a program could be
made a part of an overall cultural heritage program through public schools.

2. Local planning commissions, conservation commissions, historical societies, and other
interest groups are encouraged to develop an archeological plan for their community
as part of the overall master planning program. Such a plan could be an important step

in planning for future development in identified areas. erareas+ostlikehrto-contain

Goal, Policies, and Recommendation: Scenic Resources

Goal

1. The natural and scenic resources of the Region are protected and preserved.
Policies

1. Where development is proposed in areas of scenic value (examples listed under

“Prominent Scenic Landscapes”inctudingprominentridgelines-ormountaintopshighly

c c 7 c - vame c

plans must:

a. Maintain the prominent natural feature of the developed area;

b. Minimize adverse impact on views and areas of historic significance;
c. Work toward enhancing or retaining views;

d. Minimize contrasts with areas of historic significance; and

e. Reflect traditional settlement patterns.

2. Projects ptanners-must minimize the adverse effects of strip development on existing
scenic visuatresources by-censideration-of-thethrough the following design principles:
a. Integrate landscaping into parking areas;

Encourage compact and densely developed projects-that-utilizetand-efficiently;
Place street trees as buffers between traffic arteries and internal drives;

Use unobtrusive signage;

Vary the pattern, number, size, and location of structures within the site;
Employ screening plans for visually objectionable features on the site; and
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CHAPTER 7 — GOALS, POLICIES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

g. Minimize access roads or curb cuts onto public highways and use of common
access drives.

3.  Giventheiruhigue visual-experience,-Rroads exhibiting-exceptonaty-highwith scenic
and cultural values, and determined to be of local or state significance, must be
constructed or improved with due concern for the special scenic qualities inherent to
the roadway and roadway fringe. Substantial modifications or off-alignment options
that unnecessarily destroy the special characteristics of such roadways are not
consistent with this Plan.

Recommendation

1.  TRORC should employ a process for evaluating impacts to scenic resources in the
development proposals.

Goals, Policies, and Recommendations: Outdoor Lighting Design
and Management

Goals

1

2-

3

4.

1. Lighting provides for safety and convenience in ways that enhances qualities of streets,
architecture, and public spaces, while preserving dark skies and avoiding light
pollution.

2.  Outdoor lighting systems designed to conserve energy and minimize life cycle costs are
used.

Policies

1. in-developing-Llighting plans will be -designlightlevelsand-distributiensheuld-be
apprep#ate—fe%he—prepese%&se—ef—the—&rte—and—compauble with the character of the
neighborhood.—New
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CHAPTER 7 — GOALS, POLICIES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

3.

6-4.

£5.

New I|ght|ng mstallatlons shaII be Fe#targeepre}eets—hg‘htmg—pre#es&enals—shemd—ﬁeuew

- de5|gned to minimizeProjeet
desgners—are—eneeeraged—te+m#ze—ﬁmtares—te—redaee glare from nearby surfaces, to not-

shielded—ﬁ*tu—res—te—directl_\[ Iight bevond the boundaries of the area to be iIIuminated or
onto adiacent properties, and to not resuIt in excessive lighting levels. dewnward-ora

of'f or shlelded ﬁxtures to d|rect Ilght downward eea—reel-uetren—r-n—t—he—a-mea—nt—e#and
prevent the Ilght source belng generated—rs—eneea—ragedseen onh an adJacent property

Illuminated signs that are excessively bright, causing glare and illuminating surrounding

areas, are Qrohlblted #appreprrate—karge—#tumnated—srgns—ean—be—drsruptwe—twurai

Lighting designs sheu-tel—aelel-ress—the—negatwe—eﬁeets—efshall avoid sky glow through

lighting plans that direct luminaries downwards and turn off unneeded lights after hours.

Recommendations
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CHAPTER 7 — GOALS, POLICIES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. TRORC should assist local and state policymakers in evaluating lighting options. -TRORC
will consider sponsorship of educational workshops for planning commissions, design
professionals, and others to acquaint them with the principles of good lighting design.

2. Towns interested in planning for outdoor lighting in their communities should consider
using their municipal plans to establish goals and objectives for lighting. Additionally,
consideration should be given to incorporating a lighting section into a town’s zoning
ordinance or a separate ordinance to cover lighting installations in all or parts of the
town.

3. TRORC staff should continue to work with Vermont’s public utilities and design
professionals to evaluate lighting technologies and efficiencies.
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